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“Striving for success without hard work is like trying to 

harvest where you haven’t planted” 

Name:_______________________________________ 

Tutor Group: __________________________________ 

Sociology group: _______________________________ 



 

From Item A, identify and describe the theoretical stance taken by Delphy and Leonard including 

what you know about their perspective on the family.  (4 marks)  

Answer:___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Item A 

Delphy and Leonard focus on the unpaid aspect of housework, defining it as unpaid work done by 

women in, or related to, the household. This includes cooking, cleaning and shopping but also less 

visible work that wives and mothers do for their husbands and families such as booking holidays or 

sending birthday cards. 

They believe that the family is based on a hierarchy, with the husband at the top and other family 

members in subordinate positons. The husband provides for the wife’s upkeep and so gets to 

control her labour for his own use. All of a wife’s time may be used up by her husband but she has 

no money of her own. Even when women have well-paid, full-time employment, they still do most 

of the domestic work and childcare.  

Delphy and Leonard argue that the family patriarchal and that they maintain men’s dominance over 

women and children and that this is reflected in the patriarchal nature of society. 



 What went well 

1 You were able to identify the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

2 You were able to outline the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

3 You were able to describe in detail the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

4 You were able to apply the theoretical view point of the researcher to families 

 

 Even better if 

1 You could identify the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

2 You could outline the key points of the researcher’s theoretical viewpoint 

3 You could describe the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher. 

4 You could apply the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher to families. 
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From Item B, identify and describe the theoretical stance taken by Oakley including what you know 

about their perspective on the family.  (4 marks)  

Answer:___________________________________________________________________________
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Item B 

Ann Oakley (1974) rejects the idea of the symmetrical family, she is not convinced by the quality of 

Young and Wilmott’s evidence. For example, they regard a husband who washed up at least once a 

week a ‘helpful in the home’. In own research Oakley found little evidence of symmetry with, even 

women, in paid employment shouldering the major responsibility of the domestic tasks. 



 What went well 

1 You were able to identify the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

2 You were able to outline the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

3 You were able to describe in detail the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

4 You were able to apply the theoretical view point of the researcher to families 

 

 Even better if 

1 You could identify the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

2 You could outline the key points of the researcher’s theoretical viewpoint 

3 You could describe the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher. 

4 You could apply the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher to families. 
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Date: _______________________________ 

From Item C, identify and describe theoretical stance taken by Parsons including what you know 

about their perspective on the family.  (4 marks)  

Answer:___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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 What went well 

Item C 

Talcott Parsons, an American Sociologist examined the family in the USA and argued that the 

nuclear family have become more isolated from the wider family. 

He claimed that, over time, the family has gradually lost some of its functions as several have 

transferred from the family to other structures in society. 

Whilst he argues that the nuclear family is now almost functionless in terms of the functions it 

performs in society, he does not believe it to be obsolete entirely. According to parsons the nuclear 

family is still important because society depends on it to perform certain vital function related to 

the formation of personality. 



1 You were able to identify the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

2 You were able to outline the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

3 You were able to describe in detail the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

4 You were able to apply the theoretical view point of the researcher to families 

 

 Even better if 

1 You could identify the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

2 You could outline the key points of the researcher’s theoretical viewpoint 

3 You could describe the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher. 

4 You could apply the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher to families. 
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From Item D, identify and describe the research method used by the Rapoports including 

what you know about their perspective on the family.  (4 marks)  

Answer:___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________
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 What went well 

1 You clearly identified and briefly outlined the research method shown 

2 You were able to identify the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

3 You were able to outline the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

4 You were able to apply the theoretical view point of the researcher to families 

 

 Even better if 

1 You could describe how the researcher used the identified research method 

2 You could identify the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

3 You could describe the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher. 

4 You could apply the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher to families. 
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From Item E, identify and describe the research method used by Young and Wilmott 

including what you know about their perspective on the family.  (4 marks)  

Answer:____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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Item E 

Young and Wimott (1973) published the findings of their survey of 2000 respondents in London, 

suggesting that the ‘symmetrical family’ had become the typical family in Britain. 

A symmetrical family is one in which the roles of the husband and wife are less segregated and 

there is more equality between spouses, in terms of contribution to domestic and child care tasks 

as well as financial decision making. A couple and their children are more home-centred in a 

symmetrical family than they had been in the past, with much of their leisure time spent together in 

the home due to recent advancements in technology. 



 What went well 

1 You clearly identified and briefly outlined the research method shown 

2 You were able to identify the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

3 You were able to outline the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

4 You were able to apply the theoretical view point of the researcher to families 

 

 Even better if 

1 You could describe how the researcher used the identified research method 

2 You could identify the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

3 You could describe the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher. 

4 You could apply the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher to families. 
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From Item F, identify and describe the theoretical stance taken by the Zaretsky including what you 

know about their perspective on the family.  (4 marks)  

Answer:___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Item F 

Eli Zaretsky (1976) was interested in understanding the family and family relationships under 

capitalism. He argued that the family was a unit of production before the early 19th Century. 

The rise of industrial capitalism and production in factories led to a split between family life and 

work. As a result, the family and the economy are now seen as two separate spheres: the private 

sphere and the public sphere. 

With the separation of home and work, women became responsible for personal relationships 

within the familt and for the family members emotional wellbeing. 

However, Zaretsky believes that the family is not able to meet people’s emotional and social needs 

and that it can do no more than cushion them from the harsh effects of capitalism. 



 What went well 

1 You were able to identify the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

2 You were able to outline the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

3 You were able to describe in detail the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

4 You were able to apply the theoretical view point of the researcher to families 

 

 Even better if 

1 You could identify the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher 

2 You could outline the key points of the researcher’s theoretical viewpoint 

3 You could describe the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher. 

4 You could apply the theoretical viewpoint of the researcher to families. 
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Additional comments (if necessary) 

 

 

 

 

 



The purpose of this book? 

● This booklet has been designed to contain all the item based short answer exam 

questions you will do in Sociology.  

● This means that every time your teacher instructs you to answer an exam question of 

this type, you need to get this booklet out. 

● This means that you will be able to monitor your exam preparations really easily. Your 

exercise books will therefore include homework and notes only. 

● 12 mark questions and assessments will be completed on separate A4 lined paper and 

will be kept in your assessment folders. 

How will these booklets be marked? 

● Your teacher will give you a WWW and an EBI comment for every exam question 

completed in this booklet. 

● Your teacher will make brief annotation around the answer as /when appropriate but 

this might not be necessary for every question. 

Important things you need to do: 

● Make sure you write the date for every question in the space provided. 

● Do not take these booklets home. 

● Make sure your work is neat and tidy 

 

 

 


