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WELCOME TO COUNDON COURT SIXTH FORM 
Dear Students, Parents and Guardians, 

 

Thank you for taking the time to consider Coundon Court Sixth Form.  There are many important decisions to make regarding 

the choices available for education Post-16.  Whilst this can be a very exciting time, we appreciate that it can also be very 

daunting.  Alongside our Sixth Form Open Evening, this prospectus will hopefully provide you with all the information you need 

about our dynamic and successful Sixth Form.  It will show you why we have so much to offer and why we are dedicated to 

supporting and developing the career aspirations of our talented students. 

 

At Coundon Court we understand the significance of preparing our students for the world of work.  We recognise that  

alongside good qualifications is the necessity for work experience and opportunities to build upon employability skills that  

future universities and employers will be looking for.  We aim to work alongside our students and see them as individuals, to 

put together a package of subjects, qualifications, extra-curricular activities, enrichment and work experience opportunities 

that will ensure progression to their chosen Post 18 destination, whilst at the same time developing our students into young 

adults. 

 

We ask for hard work from all of our Sixth Form students to ensure that they become the best that they can possibly be.  In 

return, we provide you with: 

 

 A wide choice of  academic and vocational qualifications to choose from; 

 Review of progress throughout the year from subject teachers, tutors and our Sixth Form learning mentor to 

ensure our students understand explicitly what they need to do to move learning and understanding forward; 

 Any additional support students may need to ensure they succeed in their courses; 

 Facilities and resources for study and the encouragement to acquire sound learning skills and habits; 

 A willingness to talk with parents/guardians, at regular published meetings and whenever there is a request for 

an appointment; 

 Careful and comprehensive advice, guidance and support about careers, both in education and employment, a 

service which can continue after students have left school; 

 Genuine concern for welfare and development; students should always feel there is a member of staff to 

whom they can turn. 

 Trips to help develop a strong social network. 

 

We hope that you will find this booklet helpful. We are a large, successful Sixth Form centre who welcomes many students 

from other schools each year and we aim to ensure that every student is valued.  

 

If you have any questions or queries relating to life at Coundon Court Sixth Form or you want to arrange an interview or visit, 

please email us at the school and we will invite you to come and meet our Sixth Form Leadership Team, Sixth Form Student 

Committee and see our students in action, who will all be more than happy to discuss options with you. 

 

We wish you every success for the examinations and look forward to seeing you in September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Stephen Elton 

Director of Sixth Form 

Sixth Form Alton Towers visit 
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WHY COUNDON? 

A Sixth Former’s perspective 
Current Students 

“The best days of my school life were during Coundon Court Sixth Form.  I thoroughly enjoyed every minute; having provided me with an excellent, well-

equipped independent learning environment which was crucial for my success at A-Level.  I chose Coundon Court for two main reasons: it had fresh and new 

leadership, which is apparent today and also for the knowledgeable staff whom have a wealth of experience in teaching at Key Stage 5.  Coundon Court Sixth 

Form enhanced my employability skills via enrichment activities.  This helped me prepare for my degree in Economics and Politics, as well as my future 

teaching career.” – Antony O’Keeffe (2013-2015) 

Former Students 

“Coundon Court allowed me to study the relevant A levels  

I needed as well as offering constant support for University and 

apprenticeships.   Coundon also gave me the opportunity to carry out 

extracurricular activities that enabled me to stand out at job interviews 

such as: The Duke of Edinburgh Silver award, NCS (the challenge), STEM 

clubs, enrichment and work experience support, visits to several 

Universities and the HE+ scheme (with Cambridge university).” - Joe Bloor  

(2016-2018) 

“Coundon Court Sixth Form was more than just a place of study.  By 

providing an array of opportunities to build up interpersonal skills, 

Coundon fast-tracked me into the working world.  I would recommend 

Coundon to anybody who can appreciate the advantage of having these 

skills under their belt in preparation for the competitive world that we live 

in, where qualifications alone are not enough.” - Tom Lundie (2016-2018) 

“My decision to go to Coundon Sixth Form was primarily because of the huge amount of support and guidance in which the teaching staff offered me.  I knew 
that the opportunities offered to me at Coundon were going to open so many more doors and options for my future and along the way the staff were always 
going to be there to help. 

Before starting Sixth Form I was unsure on my career path.  I had a rough idea but the future seemed so daunting and there were so many different pathways.  
The Sixth Form team have opened my eyes and helped me in my career choice and have really provided me with valuable information for my future. 

I was worried that the A-levels would be too hard for me to cope with and at the beginning I panicked that I wouldn't be good enough.  The staff and students 
all provide amazing support and really help you settle into A-level work and now I am comfortable and prepared for the work to come.” - Stella Morrall (Year 
13) 

“If you’re a new student looking to study at Coundon Court you’ll find the transition 

much easier than you think.  You will be surrounded by like-minded individuals with 

overall goals similar to you who will help to make your transition into Coundon Court 

Sixth Form an easy and supportive one. 

The Sixth Form Team provide support both pastorally and academically to ensure that 

you reach your full potential.  With the help and support of our Learning Mentor we 

put our time to good use -  exploring the best methods to revise and manage our time 

successfully.   

Coundon Court for me personally is the best place for building my wider skills set and 

helping to shape me into the most well rounded individual I can be - a crucial aspect in 

becoming more attractive to potential employers and universities at the end of my 

studies.” - Leo Hope (2017-2019) 

“Attending sixth form at Coundon Court was such a positive experience for me as it was the ideal way to start thinking about my future.  As I was someone 

who wasn’t sure what I wanted to do later in life, studying A-levels gave me the opportunity to study subjects in a much more sophisticated way that is 

essential for anyone considering higher education.  The depth that is studied at sixth form can introduce you to elements of a subject that you find so 

interesting that you may wish to pursue it further, which is what happened in my case.   

The staff are excellent at teaching at this level and can introduce you to much more advanced ways of studying.  As well as this, the sixth form team provide 

outstanding support throughout the duration of your studies.  Whether it was finding work experience or providing exercises on how to demonstrate your key 

skills, I was supported so well at Coundon.  The guidance from the sixth form staff really allowed me to believe I could continue with education and I don’t 

think I would have been able to attend the university that I am at without their help. “ - Ellena Burgess (2014-2016) 

“When applying for Sixth Form, I received many offers from schools and 

colleges across Coventry.  I was even offered a scholarship from Bablake.  

However, I chose to stay on at Coundon, as I felt the school could offer me 

the support that I would need to succeed in my subjects, allowing me to 

achieve my goal of going to university to study International Business. 

Throughout my teenage years, I have struggled with mental health issues. 

However, it was the staff at Coundon that kept me on track, and supported 

me throughout these difficult times. It is this kind of pastoral care that really 

separates Coundon Court from other sixth forms.” - Anna Shaw (2017-2019) 

“In my time at Coundon court sixth form, I really have started to find and 
become the person I want to be. 

Just after I sat my GCSEs, I felt very unsure about what subjects I wanted to 
pick, however through the taster sessions and induction days, the team 
helped me find which subjects suited me best.  I would strongly 
recommend this Sixth Form to anyone, regardless if you know what you 
want to do when you leave or not because the support you receive from 
your teachers, mentors and the Sixth Form Team is second to none."  - 
Daniel Hind (Year 12) 

“Coundon Court offered me a range of subjects, many of which 
complimented my strengths.  Along with this the pastoral care that I have 
received, being in my last year of A levels, has allowed me to nurture 
specific abilities and skills that have been beneficial to me when writing my 
personal statement and CV. 
   
Not only does Coundon have a great scope of subjects, the Sixth Form also 
offers extra curricula activities, some of which have increased my 
employability and given me new skills that I wouldn't have gained from 
another Sixth Form”.   - Hanifah Parvaiz (Year 13) 
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STUDENT VIEWS 

Why is Coundon Court Sixth Form so special? 
 

What is your favourite subject at Sixth Form? 

(There were many comments to choose from!) 
 

“PE - The teachers are brilliant 

and make the lessons really  

interesting “ 

“Mathematics is my  

favourite.  There is so much to 

learn!” 

“Computing – it’s is the sub-

ject I am most interested in 

and I want to pursue it as a 

career” 

“It offers all of the  

subjects that I wanted” 

“My favourite subject is  

Psychology due to it being 

interesting and collaborative 

with everyone’s opinions 

counting.” 

“I have developed really 
good relationships with 
my teachers” 

“It is well established and 

there are great  

facilities and one to one help 

and support” 

“It is a friendly  

environment and I love 

it!” 

“The teachers are very 

supportive, and always put 

so much effort in.” 

“Chemistry – I like the 

small teaching groups and 

the teachers are really  

supportive” 

“History is fun and engaging. I 

feel a sense of accomplishment 

in my lessons.” 

“My favourite subject is 

Product Design because there 

is a lot of independence and 

chances to be creative.” 

“They encourage me to look 

beyond the curriculum and better 

my subject knowledge and also 

my growth as a young person.” 
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STUDENT VIEWS 

Why should year 11 students choose Coundon Court Sixth Form? 
 

“Great Sixth Form team 

and knowledgeable staff 

“There is a variety of  

lesson choices with  

excellent support to help 

you achieve the best” 

“You are guaranteed a 
good learning  environment 
with support from all the 
staff” 

“Supportive teachers who care and 
strive for the best, in a comfortable 
and friendly environment.” 

“You are pushed to do 
the best that you can” 

“My teachers are happy to 
see me outside of lessons 
further aid my learning and 
answer any questions that I 
have.” 

“I felt that I wanted to continue my 
learning in an environment where I 
had already developed bonds with 
staff and peers.” 
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WHAT QUALIFICATIONS DO I NEED? 

The Sixth Form centre at Coundon Court is open to any student, whether they attend Coundon Court currently or 
not, who meet the entry criteria. 

To study THREE Level 3 A Level/BTEC Subsidiary Diploma courses students must achieve the specific criteria for the 

subjects they wish to study (as listed below) and will usually include five 9-4’s including English and mathematics. 

 

The entry requirements and courses available are subject to change.  We are currently looking at adding additional subjects based on feedback from 
current Year 11 students.  If you have any questions, please contact a member of the Sixth Form team on sixthform@coundoncourt.org  

Art & Design  
(Fine Art) 

Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 6 at GCSE Fine Art or a Distinction at BTEC Level 2 Art and Design for entry onto this 
course 

Art & Design 
(Photography) 

Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 5 at GCSE Photography or GCSE Art for entry onto this course. 

Biology Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 66 in combined science GCSE as well as a Grade 6 in Mathematics for entry onto this 
course 

Business Students must have achieved a minimum of average grade 5 for GCSEs  for entry onto this course 

Chemistry Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 66 in combined science GCSE as well as a Grade 6 in Mathematics for entry onto this 
course 

Computer Science Students must have achieved a minimum of a Grade 6 in GCSE mathematics for entry onto this course 

Design & Technology 
(Product Design) 

Students must have achieved a minimum of GCSE Grade 6 in Design & Technology.  Given the Maths content in the exam a minimum 
of a Grade 5 in Maths is also required 

Drama & Theatre Studies Students must have achieved a minimum of a Grade 5 at GCSE in Drama. 

Economics Students must have achieved a minimum of  GCSE Grade 6 in mathematics and also a Grade 6 in English Language for entry onto this 
course 

English Language and 
Literature 

Students must have achieved a minimum of a Grade 6 at GCSE in English Language and English Literature. 

English Literature Students must have achieved a minimum of a Grade 6 at GCSE in English Literature and English Literature. 

French Students must have achieved a minimum of a Grade 6 at GCSE in French. 

Geography Students must have achieved a minimum of a GCSE Grade 6 in Geography and also a minimum of Grade 5 in Mathematics for entry onto 
this course. 

History Students must have achieved a minimum of  a Grade 6 in GSCE History for entry onto this course 

Maths Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics for entry onto this course 

Further Maths Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 8 in GCSE Mathematics for entry onto this course 

Media Students must have achieved a minimum of a Grade 6 for English Language or English Literature for entry onto this course. A qualifica-
tion in Media at GCSE is not required but an ability to use ICT is also desirable. 

Music Students must have achieved a minimum of a Grade 6 at GCSE in Music. 

Physical Education Students must have achieved a minimum of a Grade 6 in GCSE Physical Education as well as a Grade 66 in GCSE Core Science and Addi-
tional Science for entry onto this course. 

Physics Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 66 in combined science GCSE as well as a Grade 7 in Mathematics for entry onto this 
course 

Politics Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 6 in either History or Geography as well as a Grade 6 in English for entry on to this 
course. 

Psychology Students must have achieved a minimum of a Grade 6 in both GCSE English, Maths and 55 in Science for entry onto this course. 

Religious Studies Students must have achieved a minimum of a Grade 6 Philosophy and Ethics or Religious Studies and Grade 6 for English Language or 
English Literature for entry onto this course. 

Sociology Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 6 GCSE Sociology or similar subject as well as in English for entry onto this course. 

Spanish Students must have achieved a minimum of a Grade 6 at GCSE in Spanish. 

Applied Psychology - BTEC Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 55 in combined science GCSE as well as a grade 5 in Mathematics and English 

Applied Science - BTEC Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 55 in combined science GCSE as well as a grade 5 in Mathematics 

Health &Social Care – 
Cambridge Technical 

Students must have achieved 5 good grades including a minimum of Grade 55 in GCSE Sciences, Mathematics and English for entry onto 
this course. 

IT - Cambridge Technical Students must have achieved a minimum of average Grade 5 for your GCSEs  for entry onto this course 

mailto:sixthform@coundoncourt.org


8 

  WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW? 

 Application form and deadline 

The deadline for applying to Coundon Court Sixth Form is Friday 20th December 2019.  All applications submitted 

before this deadline will be considered equally and may be interviewed before the deadline closes.  Prior to entry 

interviews, applicants will be given guidance to ensure that  subjects chosen are relevant to their career 

aspirations. 

Consorting 
Additional Level 3 qualifications are offered by other schools in the city in a consortium arrangement.  Students 

cannot take more than one of these subjects which is not taught at Coundon Court.  Consorting can enable 

students to access more unique courses not available at Coundon if a subject clashes.  Consorting can put extra 

pressure on the student due to the additional travelling and the reduced out-of-lesson contact with the teaching 

staff.  

Life in Sixth Form 
All Year 12 students will be assigned their own Sixth Form tutor who they will meet during the daily tutor period to 

monitor personal and academic progress, attendance and punctuality.  Current affairs, life skills, careers, study 

skills  and topics are also discussed and debated. 

Life in the Sixth Form Centre 
Sixth Form students have two designated Sixth Form areas which can be used before and after school and at 

breaks and lunchtimes.  There is also a catering outlet in the centre providing hot and cold snacks and  

refreshments. 

How is progress monitored? 
Students meet regularly with their tutors to review their progress and set personal targets, both short and long 

term.  In addition, subject teachers and parents are invited to meet on a formal basis each year. 

 

 Members of the Sixth Form Leadership team will also monitor all students’ academic performance closely in order 

to support them in maximising their potential. 

Expectations 
 You will be expected to attend school every day by 8.25am.  There is some options to change subjects during the 

first few weeks in September, but only if there is space and you meet the entry requirements.  You will not be  

permitted to drop subjects during the course of the year.  All Level 3 subjects are two-year courses. 

 

Is careers/apprenticeship/university advice available? 
 Expert advice for both careers and higher education is available from the Sixth Form team , teachers and also  

careers staff based on the site.  Students can request advice as often as they wish.  We have an excellent 

reputation for helping students maximise their university opportunities.   
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SIXTH FORM COURSES AT COUNDON COURT 

 

AS/A2 LEVELS 

Art & Design (Fine Art)   .................................... Mrs Harkin 

Art & Design (Photography) ............................. Mrs Birch 

Biology .............................................................. Mr Hancock 

Business ............................................................ Miss Smith 

Chemistry ......................................................... Mr Aldridge 

Computer Science ............................................ Mr Thomson 

Design & Technology (Product Design)  ........... Miss Hill 

Drama & Theatre Studies ................................. Miss Johnson 

Economics ......................................................... Mr Ford 

English Language/Literature ............................. Ms Toft 

English Literature .............................................. Ms Toft 

French ............................................................... Mr Mosley 

Geography ........................................................ Miss Clark 

History .............................................................. Mr Malby 

Mathematics ..................................................... Ms Lawrence 

Further Mathematics ........................................ Mr O’Reilly 

Media ................................................................ Miss Lane 

Music ................................................................ Miss Summers 

Physical Education ............................................ Mr Thomas 

Physics .............................................................. Mrs Doran 

Politics .............................................................. Mr Malby 

Psychology ........................................................ Miss Franklin 

Religious Studies (Philosophy and Ethics) ........ Miss O’Connor 

Sociology........................................................... Mrs Hartwell 

Spanish ............................................................. Miss Nashad 

 

BTEC LEVEL 3 EXTENDED CERTIFICATES/CAMBRIDGE TECHNICALS 

Applied Psychology ........................................... Miss Franklin 

Applied Science  ............................................... Mrs Norris 

Health & Social Care ......................................... Miss O’Connor 

IT ....................................................................... Mrs Kershaw 

  

GCSEs 

English .............................................................. Miss Maton 

Mathematics ..................................................... Mr Ellis 

  

All the above teachers would be delighted to give you more detailed information about the courses avail-

able for Sixth Form students.   

 

If we don’t offer a course that you would like to study, please talk to a member of the Sixth Form 

team.  
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A typical day in Sixth Form at Coundon Court 

Enrichment/Tutor time 
Tutors are essential to life in Sixth Form, they 

provide the first point of contact to support students 

both personally and academically.  During tutor 

time, we focus on a variety of subjects such as target 

setting and career planning.  We are given links of 

websites linked to our intended career plan and are 

given advice on how to do things which can help us 

have a better opportunity to get that career.  We 

also complete enrichment activities which are linked 

to our career goals, helping us to develop social skills 

that are appreciated by employers and universities, 

therefore helping us to become more appealing than 

other applicants. 

 

Classes 
I study Maths, Physics and Product Design.  These 

subjects are all closely linked with each other, which 

means content often links from one subject to 

another.  This then makes it easier to cover the 

syllabus and make links in my learning overall.  You 

will have 6 lessons of each subject per week, which 

usually gets split up into 2 time slots.  The first 4 

lessons of your chosen subject are in a morning and 

the second time slot will be in the afternoon. 

 

Teachers make the lessons interesting by preparing 

varied activities for us; this involves partaking in 

group work, presentations, discussions, peer and 

self-assessment as well as  

 

Study Skills 
I have 2 hours a week of Study Skills in year 12. I find 

these 2 hours very useful as it gives me time to look 

over my notes add more to them and complete 

homework.  During this time you are able to work as 

a group and help each other with work you are 

struggling with doing. Miss Worrall and Miss Bloor 

are always there to give you help and guidance as 

well. This time helps me manage my work load as 

you are also expected to do 5 hours of independent 

work outside of school on each subject, so it makes 

me have more free time outside of school to do 

other activities. 

STUDY PROGRAMME  IN YEAR 12 

AT COUNDON COURT SIXTH 

TUTOR TIME 

3 SUBJECTS THAT COMPLEMENT MY  

INTENDED CAREER PLANS 

STUDY SKILLS WITH THE SIXTH FORM 

LEARNING MENTOR FOR INDEPENDENT 

STUDY OR GUIDANCE 

ENRICHMENT—30 HOURS IN YEAR 12 

WORK EXPERIENCE WITHIN YEAR 12 THAT 

IS RELATED TO MY INTENDED CAREER OR 

DEVELOPS RELEVANT SKILLS 

REVISION SESSIONS  AND INTERVENTION  

CAREER PLANNING –WEEK THAT FOCUSES 

ON UNIVERSITY, APPRENTICESHIPS AND 

GAP YEAR APPLICATIONS 
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STUDY SKILLS 

Independent Study 
“Within the school there are lots of different rooms and 

environments for you to study in.  We all need different 

resources to study effectively, Coundon provides all that 

we need.” 

Collaborative working 

CAREER ADVICE 

Note taking and organisation 

workshops 

Work experience opportunities 

Enrichment 

Revision techniques 
“The Sixth Form team provides many revision techniques for your 

study and external companies such as Elevate Education come in 

to support with effective revision strategies.” 

UCAS Applications 
“We are provided with lots of links to useful websites 

that help to support you with your application and 

Tutors and the Sixth Form team provide are on hand 

with as much help as we need.” 

CV writing 
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What could we do to give back 
to our local community? 

Peer mentoring Maths  

challenge  SPORT COACHING 

Duke of  Edinburgh 

STEM club 

AFTER 

SCHOOL 

CLUBS 

Support in faculty areas 

ENRICHMENT 
30 hours in Year 12, 20 hours in Year 13 

Performing 

arts coach 

Student Leadership 
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Dress Code 

Students who enter Sixth Form are important role models within the school community.  They 

must set an example to the rest of the school, whilst enjoying the privilege of expressing them-

selves more independently.  Their dress should reflect smart business wear. 

Work Experience 

As part of the sixth form experience all year 12 students take part in work experience as we 

believe it is crucial to obtain first-hand experience of a working environment.  We also encourage 

all students to complete 30 hours of enrichment to build on their employability skills and 

experiences.  

We believe it is important for students to have an understanding of all opportunities available to 

them after sixth form so we provide speakers from various organisations, employers, universities 

and apprenticeship providers to inform them of options available. 
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“We look forward to seeing you at  

Coundon Court Sixth Form.” 

WHO CAN YOU TALK TO AT COUNDON COURT ABOUT SIXTH FORM? 

Mr Daren Ferriss 

Head of Year 12  

daren.ferriss@coundoncourt.org 

Mr Stephen Elton 

Director of Sixth Form 

stephen.elton@coundoncourt.org 

Mr Dean Aldridge 

Head of Year 13 

dean.aldridge@coundoncourt.org 

Mrs Gail Hind,  

Sixth Form Administrator/Learning Mentor   

gail.hind@coundoncourt.org 

Miss Daisy Bloor 

Sixth Form Learning Mentor 

daisy.bloor@coundoncourt.org 

Sixth Form Leadership Team 

Miss Claire Worrall  

Sixth Form Learning Mentor 

claire.worrall@coundoncourt.org 
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Headteacher: Mr Andrew Clay 

Director of Sixth Form: Mr Steve Elton 

Coundon Court 

Northbrook Road 

Coventry 

CV6 2AJ 

Tel: 024 7633 5121 

Email: sixthform@coundoncourt.org 

 

Number on roll - 1702 of which 216 attend Sixth Form 

Age range - 11-18 


